INTERNATI^^L SEARCH REPORT 



A. CLASSIRCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER ^ 

IPC 7 G06F11/14 G11B7/00 G11B19/20 G06F1/30 



According to Intemationa! Patent Classificaiion (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



lnt8??iatJo» •Ocation No 

PCT/IB 03/06053 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



MWrramdocumentalion searched (classification system foOowed tiy dassificaljon symbols) 

IPC 7 G06F GllB 



Documentation searched other than nninimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C« D<X:UMENTS CONStDERED TO BE RELEVAhTT 



Category' 



CitaUon of document, with bidicatlon, where appropriate, of the relevant 



Relevant to dalm No. 



us 6 396 777 Bl (THOMAS STEVEN PAUL) 
28 May 2002 (2002-05-28) 
column 3 - column 6 



US 5 365 502 A (MISONO KOUSUKE) 
15 November 1994 (1994-11-15) 
column 8 



US 5 761 519 A (ABE YOSHIAKI 
2 June 1998 (1998-06-02) 
column 3 - column 6 



ET AL) 



EP 0 679 983 A (IBM) 

2 November 1995 (1995-11-02) 

column 3 - column 18 



EP 0 565 091 A (SONY CORP) 
13 October 1993 (1993-10-13) 
column 3 - column 7 



1-8 

1-6,8 

1-6,8 

1-6,8 

1-6.8 



I I Furtherdocumenteare listed In the conUnuatlon or box C. 



ID 



Patent ^Ily members are listed in annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents : 

A' docunrientdefinbig the general State of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

E' earUer document but published on or after the international 
fDIng date 

L" dooinrient which may throw doubts on priority dalm(s) or 
which is cited to estab&sh the pubUcatlon date of another 
Citation or other special reason (as specified) 

■O^ document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

■P* document published prior to the IntemaUonal fiUng date but 
later than the priority dale ciaimed ^ 



*T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underiying the 
invention 

■X" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■Y* document of particular relevance: the claimed Invention 

CEmnot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a . person skilled 
in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 

24 March 2004 



Date of mailing of the International search report 

02/04/2004 



Name and maiGng address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Palenllaan 2 
NL-2280HVRIlswqk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Damp, S 



Fbim PCT/1SA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



titll^c 



INTERI^IONAL SEARCH REPORT 
bit ermatlon on patent tenrily members 



InlEmatlon plication No 

PCT/IB 03/06053 



Patent document 




I uuin.fCUJv/1 1 




r'atent raniiiy 


Publication 


cited in eeardi report 




cfate 




member(s) 


date 


US 6396777 


Bl 


28-05-2002 


NONE 






US 5365502 


A 


15-11-1994 


JP 




lu— uy— lyy^ 


US 5761519 


A 


02-06-1998 


JP 


QP^1Cf;C A 


i/-uy— lyyo 


EP 0679983 


A 


02-11-1995 


JP 


OQQf^OAQ DO 


uo-iii— lyyy 








JP 
ur 


/ cyoD/ C M 


iu— 11— lyyb 








CN 


1120688 A ,B 


17-04-1996 








DE 


69532097 Dl 


18-12-2003 








FP 




U^:-il-lyy5 








ICR 

|VI\ 


1ft^^9^ R1 


ib-oo— lyyy 










AOACA A1 
't^HD** Ml 


1 c no 1 no "7 

lo— Uo— lyy 7 








US 




ly— Uo— lyy/ 


EP 0565091 


A 


13-10-1993 


DE 


69319646 Dl 


20-08-1998 








DE 


69319646 T2 


26-11-1998 








EP 


0565091 A2 


13-10-1993 








JP 


6020450 A 


28-01-1994 








US 


5463601 A 


31-10-1995 





Forni PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992) 



